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THE  HiAYOHj  ATJDERT\/IEH  AMD  COUNCILLORS  5 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1944.  As  in 
the  past  few  years  this  is  more  or  less  an  Interim  report 
though  certan.n  restrictions  have  been  removed  as  regards 
mentioning  figures  of  populationj  and  extensions  of  public 
utility  undertakings y  such  as  extensions  of  water  supply 
and  sewerage.  Next  year  I  expect  that  a  much  fuller 
repci-t.  wil.I  de  needed  surveying  the  general  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Borough  during  the  past  five  or  six 
years . 


.SECTION  A.  STATISTICS « 


Ace  a. 


in  acres 


•  .......  - - -  - y  t  '• 

Estim.ated  pnpiu.aticr.t  CPegistra:r  ^General)  639? • 
Births  .  Thei-c  vi't-.re  128  live  births  j  of  which  8  were 
iiiegitjjiate^  The  birth  rt^te  is  20  per  1000 
estimated  population  which  compares  favourably 
with  lVt>6  for  England  and  Wa'.>  ec .  There  were  6 


still  birlhfivi  giving 


rate  of  «9  P-i'  1000  civilian 


populaticnj  and  44  per  1000  live  and  still  births. 


Deaths .  The  number  of  deaths  cori'sctod  by  transfer 
receiv’od  by  me  totalled  93?  t)ut  the  Registrar 
GerAcrai- s  is  95'»  This  number  is  7iess  than  a  year 
ago  o 

This  gives  a  death  rate  of  14 which  again 
compares  unfavourably  with  11.6  for  last  year.^rv-- . . 
There  were  3  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  giving 
a  rate  of  23  per  1000  live  births 5  as  against  46  for 
England  and  Wales. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

> 

SEOTION^B.  There  is  no  change  as  regards  the  Staff. 

Laboreitory  work  is  sent  either  to  Dr.  Wordley  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Hospital;  Greenbankj  Plymouth,  or  to  Dr* 
Hocking  at  t^e  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary  at  Truro. 

/jnbulance  faciD.itles  ha'fe  improved  during  the  war, 
as  the  Civil  Defence  Ambulance  .stationed  here  ha.s  been 
available,  as  well  as  the  St*  JoMns  Ambulance  Service  from 
Plymouth.  In  the  near  future  Saltash  will  ha.ve  its  own 
ijnbulance  belonging  to  the  St.  Johns  Association 


SECTION  C, 


Chi  ld  V/elf«-ro  is  undei’t.cken  by  *  the 
County  Co laici.l ;  h-tC  j.n  Tri-fc.r!i:  V/elfo.rc  CJ.ioic  huo  just  been 


starred  here  .  oik 


:>xie  he  If 


VK.>.Lu.':'.Lo.'oy  r.nd  the  Council 


hove  kindly  yj-vinted  the  ose  of  rooms  free  of  charge. 
I  am  convinced  wi].l  meet  a  much  :aeecled  v/ant. 


This 


Nursing  Homes. 

2  Nursing  Homes  i?:i  the  disti'ict  are  licensed  by  the 
County  Council  who  supervise  them. 


The  follov/ii'jg  Section  Cj  D  end  E  embrace  the  r  eport 
of  the  Seniter;/”  Inspector. 


..^\Pl~Liy  * 

“The ‘iiiatj:!  supply  is  from  Plymouth  Corporation j  but  an 
additional  supply  is  obtained  from  the  S,E.  Cornwall  Water 
Board  at  Hath  and  serves  Carkeel  and  Burraton  as  required. 
There  is  another  supply  from  the  Council's  adit  at  South 
Pillj  but  there  have  been  complaints  of  this  and  bacterial 
examination  is  not  satisfactory.  The  mains  have  been 
scraped  during  the  year  with  excellent  results  5  particular¬ 
ly  at  Lower  B’lrrabonc  /ui  area  which  requires  an  adequate 
supply  is  that  at  Trematcn  axd  Trehan, 


SEWE^.GE;. 

Sa.it  Mi.Llf  These  works  are  badly  overloaded  j  and 
with  the  incre.ase  in  population  likely  to  take  place 
reconstruction  will  be  necessary. 

F order :  •-  This  discharge  into  Border  Lake  will  have 
to  be  deaxt  with  as  soon  as  the  present  emergency  is  over. 

RefUwOe  Collection. 

During  tiTe  year  the  Council  has  decided  to  change  from 
the  contract  s^'ctem  and  obtain  their  own  vehicle.  When 
this  system  operates  there  should  be  a  distinct  improvement 
from  the  Public  Health  stand  point j  and  may  also  prove  to 
be  more  economical  in  every  way. 

Rodent  Infestation . 

The  Council  nbv;  employ  a.  full  time  operator,  and  the 
number  of  rates  is  steadily  on  the  decline.  Dub  to  war 
time  conditions,  service  establishments  etc.,  there  had  been 
a  marked  increase,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  18O  had 
been  definitely  killed,  and  it  can  safely  be  assumed  that  at 
least  that  number  have  died  underground. 

There  has  also  been  found  to  be  a  large  populatioj>  of 
mice  and  the  eradication  of  this  is  more  difficult. 

The  district  is  not  seriously  troubled  with  bed  bugs, 
but  four  cases  of  flea  infestation  have  been  dealt  with. 
Flies  have  been  troublesome  probably  due  to  the  general 
humidity  of  the  wet  season. 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  11  of  the  193° 

Housing  Act  during  the  year. 

New  Houses;-  The  Council  are  proposing  to  erect  60 
houses  in  the  first  two  years  of  the  Post-War  Programme 
and  40  temporary  houses  as  soon  as  possible.  Sites  for  all 
these  are  owned  by  the  Council,  and  the  temporary  sites  have 
roads  and  water  and  sewage  services  ready* 
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SEGTIOIT  E •  Food  Inspection  etc. 

Milks-  The  Council's  Officers  work  in  close 
collabo'ration  with. .the..  County  Officers  with  respect  to 
improvement  and  inspection  under  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Order  etc*  Tv'/o  premises  have  been  modernised  this  year. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  cleanliness  of  some  of  the  milk 
sold  in  the  Borough  is  not  all  that  it  should  be,  and  one 
certificate  was  issued  during  the  year  to  the  Food  Controller 
sothat  a  consumer  might  apply  for  a  change  of  retailer* 

Meat  and  Other  Foods;-  At  shops  large  quantities  of 
tinned  meat,  fish,  milk,  soups,  dried  eggs  etc.,  have  been 
,  inspected  and  405  tins  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 5  in 
addition  I250  lbs  of  bacon  and  64  lbs  of  fresh  meat  v/ere 
condemned  as  unfit,  these  being  dealt  with  in  collaboration 
with  the  Salvage  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Food*  One 
bakery  was  improved  during  the  year. 

SECTION  F.  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease,. 

Infectious  cases  reported  during  the  year  were  as 
follov^/sj~ 

Diptheria  1,  Scarlet  fe.ver  2,  Erysipelas  2,  Measles  18, 
Pneumonia  18,  'Thooping  Cough  33,  Cerebro-Spina.l  fever  1. 
Non«civilian  cases  were  also  reported  as  follows:- 
Scarlet  fever  2,  Pneumonia  1  and  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  1* 
This  shows  a  marked  diminution  compared  with  194-3) 
the  majority  of  the  whooping  cough  cases  oecured  in  the 
summer,  but  it  could  hardly  be  called  an  epidemic.  The  one 
case  of  diptheria  was  comparatively  mild  and  the  child  had 
been  immunised. 

Immunisation  has  continued  throughout  the  year,  most  of 
the  children  be  log  done  under  the  age  of  five  and  generally 
soon  after  reaching  the  age  of  one.  To  estimate  the  exact 
percentage  done  is  not  easy,  but  on  the  figures  submitted  by 
the  Registrar  General  of  child  population  I  estimate  that 
^  66%  under  five  and  60%  over  five  have  been  immunised* 

During  this  year  114  children  under  five  and  22  over  five 
completed  immunising  doses,  and  from  now  on  practically  all 
the  children  under  five  will  be  able  to  receive  their 
immunisation  at  the  Welfare  Clinic. 

J 

'  *  TABLE  SHEWING  AGE  &  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS. 

DISEASE  AMONG  CIVILIANS. 


1 


PNEMOim.. _ ERY^iPSLAS,.  ..  CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER^ 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F, 

M. 

■  F. 

ttaaer  5.  2. 

5  •  15.  !• 

15  -  45.  3. 

45  -  65.  3. 

65  &  Over.  3. 

3. 

2. 

1. 

2  • 

12. 

6. 

2. 

1. 

^iiberculosis  • 

“"‘Thirteen  fresh  ce.ses  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were 
notified,  seven  of  these  being  cases  discharged  from  the 
services.  There  were  two  cases  of  other  forms*  In  addition 
to  these  cases  two  Respiratory  cases  were  noted  in  the 
death  return*  There  were  in  all  four  deaths  of  Respiratory 
type,  and  one  of  other  form*  A  repercussion  of  the 
increase  of  tuberculosis  generally  is  the  delay  in  getting 
cases  into  the  Sanitorium,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near 
future  there  may  be  an  improvement.  A  contributory  uoo 
to  this  delay  is  the  shortage  of  nurses,  which  in  this 
county  has  necessitated  the  closure  of  some  of  the 
accommodation  at  the  Sand^torium* 

venere;^jl  dise/^e  . 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  increase  of  this 
complaint  in  this  district.  AJiy  cases  can  be  treated  at 
the  Clinic  in  Plymouth,  by  arrangement  with  the  County 
Council* 


In  Conclusion  may  I  express  my  gratitude 
to  Ii'Ir.  Drabble  your  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
his  Staff  for  all  the  assistance  I  have  ha.d  and  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  any  complaints  and  other  matters 
concerning  public  health  have  been  dealt  with* 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  G.  ROBINSON, 

M.  0.  H. 


Jl 


CAUSES  _  OF  DE/iTH  /JVID  AGE  INCIDENGE 
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